Swanage Dive Plan and Information
Dive Manager: Colin Price  Mobile 07831 562500
Saturday assistant DM –  Dave Francis                           Sunday assistant DM – Steve Cresswell
Russ will be towing the rib down and back and available cox’s for weekend  -  Russ, Dave Francis, Jerry Shelley, Stuart Castle

Getting There: Follow the A351 past Corfe Castle to Swanage and follow the signs for the town centre and pier. Parking on the pier is limited, so be prepared to drop kit and use the car park further up the hill.

Accommodation

We are booked into a caravan at Priestway Holiday Park, Priest Way Swanage (Tel 01929 422747) Postcode BH19 2RS

Cost depending on numbers will be approx. £45 per person for 2 nights based on seven staying. If anyone wants to stay the extra night for the Sunday you are welcome as we paid for three nights for the caravan. Getting B&B at late notice was impossible but we managed to secure this caravan due to late cancellation.

Duvets and pillow supplied just bring linen and pillow cover. It’s on a park where clubhouse and swimming pools and gym etc are all included in the price and an extra car space has been booked to secure the rib at night.

Breakfast available on site in Café or bring food if you want to cook in the caravan. Everyone bring some drink to share.

Boat Launching and Air fills
The Divers Down (tel. 01929 423 565) air shop on the pier is the most convenient to get air in Swanage. They operate a pre-pay system so you need to get tags from the shop before you can anything filled. They also do Nitrox. The launching should be from Swanage Boat Park, by the Lifeboat station. Launching cost around £10 per boat.
Parking
Charges are made by the Pier Trust (a registered charity) to help maintain the pier. If you are a diver it's £1.50 to come on and a whole day's parking is £6.00.
Dive Plan

KYARRA.    50 34.90N; 01 56.59W.   Slack is approx 10.00-10.25am Saturday and 10.45-11.10am Sunday
20 minutes from Swanage Pier and three quarters of a mile off Anvil Point. Torpedoed in 1918, she now lies in 30m. A large wreck at 415 feet long, rising approximately 10m above the seabed at the stern. Although well broken, large sections of the wreck are intact and in good visibility. she makes for a spectacular dive. Well worth several dives. 
N.B. More information on the Kyarra can be found at www.sskyarra.com
HOW TO FIND IT: The charted position of the Kyarra is 50 34.90N, 001 56.57W (degrees, minutes and decimals). There is usually a buoy tied to the railing amidships. Pulled under by the tide, it will surface at slack water. Other published co-ordinates agree with the latitude, but longitude can vary by as much as 0.03 minutes west. This is more a sign of the size of the ship than a fundamental inaccuracy in the numbers.
TIDES: Slack occurs one hour before and six hours after high water Dover. Visibility is usually best at high water slack
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AEOLIAN SKY.      50 30.572N; 02 08.426W.  Depth 15m-30m pick your depth
16,000 ton general cargo ship, sunk 5 miles off St. Aldhelm's Head on 4th November 1979. This huge wreck now lies on it's port side with the stern superstructure standing approximately 10m. proud of the seabed. Although largely intact, she is very broken and twisted. 
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The position of the Aeolian Sky on GPS is 50 30.572N 002 08.426W (degrees, minutes and decimals). There are no convenient transits, so you need to search with a GPS and echo-sounder. It's a big wreck lying across the current with its stern towards the shore.

Visibility is usually best at high water slack, three hours after high water Portland. Low water slack is two hours before high water Portland.
Slack times:  9.30am Sat and 10.30am Sunday
BETSY ANNA. 50 37 00N; 01 48 86W. At 206 feet long, 880 tons, this steam ship sank whilst under tow in bad weather in 1926. She is lying upright in 24m of water, approximately 5 miles East of Swanage. Although upright, she is well broken, with her boilers and bow section her most prominent features. The 
GPS Numbers 50° 36.974’ North and  01° 48.945’ West

Dive this wreck at slack water, as the currents in the area can be quite strong. Slack water occurs at 1 hour before and 5 hours after high water Devonport.


FLEUR DE LYS. 50. 37.4N 01 56.0W. Just ten minutes from the pier and within Swanage Bay, this wreck can be dived at most states of the tide. Being of wooden construction, she is now quite badly broken. At a depth of 13m and on her starboard side, the abundant marine life makes for an easy and interesting dive.

Slack – can be dived anytime at any state of the tide

CARRENTAN. 50 34.95N; 01 56.18W. French submarine chaser (Chasseur No. 5) Capsized on 21st December 1943 in a S.W. storm. Only 6 of her crew of 23 were saved. Also 20 minutes from the pier and close to the Kyarra, she is now lying in 32m. Approximately 120 feet long, she is now very badly broken and does not stand very proud, perhaps only 2-3m. Slack times as the Kyarra

FIRTH FISHER. 50 34.82N; 01 56.10W. 168 foot cargo steamer. She now lies in 37m, is upright and intact. She is now quite buried towards the bows but the max. depth can be found where her propeller used to be.

FUEL BARGE. 50 33.51N; 01 57.47W. This small wreck sits upright and intact in 36m and has the appearance of a landing craft about her.
DIVE PLAN – I will finalise the dive plan nearer the weekend dependant on weather conditions etc.

Colin
